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HONOUR AND WRATH

David Annandale

He looked up at the night sky above the cathedral spires. The stars were a cold, pitiless light in the harsh black. The stone wall against his back was cold, too, and was in his core, growing worse. He was too tired to shiver, though not too tired to speak. Not yet. There was time for a tale. There was no better time for a tale.

‘You’ve never seen the Blood Angels,’ Kelaus Uhle said.

‘No,’ said Harn. ‘You know I haven’t.’

‘Then you can’t understand. And you should. You must. This is very important.’

‘Why?’

‘Cost. We all have to understand the nature of cost.’

‘All right,’ said Harn. ‘I’m listening.’

‘I want to tell you of the last war.’ If he turned his eyes to the right, Uhle would be able to see his grandson. He kept his gaze on the stars. ‘There was a great heresy then. It was brought to Laudamus by Traitor Space Marines. They believed themselves to be possessors of perfect truth and perfect judgement. They walked in armour whose violet flames appeared to consume the pink of martyred flesh.’

‘The Flawless Host,’ Harn said.
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